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Our regional insights: 
The Czech government eases COVID restrictions 
Tomorrow, anti-pandemic measures will be substantially relaxed in the Czech Republic. 
The easing comes significantly earlier despite the continued community spread (testing 
positivity rate is still above 20%). On the other hand, a collapse of the health care system 
as a whole has been avoided as a consequence of significant decline in the reproduction 
number R below the 1.0 threshold (see the chart below). 
All in all we do not expect that the Czech government will soon be able to afford to 
move towards further easing of its coronavirus measures. In combination with 
Christmas visits and New Year’s celebrations, the currently taken steps such as opening 
up restaurants and shopping malls could lead to a third wave of the pandemic at the 
beginning of next year. This is one of the reasons why we expect, in the base scenario, 
that social contacts and mobility will have to be limited in the Czech Republic, at least 
until the vaccine is deployed effectively. So, what does this mean for the Czech economy 
in the short term?  
First, it is important to distinguish between directly affected services (such as restaurant 
and hotel services, trade or transport) from the industry or construction sectors, which 
are currently under much less pressure than in the spring. The impact of the second and 
potentially third wave on the economy as a whole therefore is and will be weaker, even 
if selected sectors (such as retail) will “suffer” similarly as they did in the spring. 
Secondly, if we expect the vaccine to be deployed across Europe gradually, starting from 
the second quarter at the earliest, the decline in GDP in the fourth quarter of 2020 and 
performance at the level of stagnation in the first quarter of 2021 is a probable scenario 
for much of Europe, including the Czech Republic. In this case, the Czech economy may 
however have the advantage of being connected to the industrially oriented economy 
of Germany. 
Thirdly, with the effective deployment of the vaccine we should see the final easing that 
will have the most positive effect for the economies with the highest mobility variations. 
Once again, this group also includes the Czech Republic, which could benefit from a 
strong revival of services - especially those linked to tourism - in the 2nd half of the year. 

 

 



 
Wednesday, 02 December 2020 

 

P. 2 
 

Public 

Interest-rate Swap Curves 

* upper plot in each panel shows interest swap curve (%), lower plot shows change in interest rates in basis points (against previous Friday).
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Calendar 

Country Date Period
Forecast Actual

CZ 12/08 % 10/01/2020

CZ 12/07

HU 12/03 % 10/01/2020

HU 12/03

12/04 %

Consensus Previous

m/m y/y m/m y/y m/m y/y m/m y/y

PL 12/02 % 12/01/2020 0.1
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ALL OUR REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE VIA OUR KBC RESEARCH APP (iPhone, iPad, Android) 
This non-exhaustive information is based on short-term forecasts for expected developments on the financial markets. KBC Bank cannot guarantee 
that these forecasts will materialize and cannot be held liable in any way for direct or consequential loss arising from any use of this document or its 
content. The document is not intended as personalized investment advice and does not constitute a recommendation to buy, sell or hold investments 
described herein. Although information has been obtained from and is based upon sources KBC believes to be reliable, KBC does not guarantee the 
accuracy of this information, which may be incomplete or condensed. All opinions and estimates constitute a KBC judgment as of the data of the 
report and are subject to change without notice. 


